ANNEX 3

Amendment to Motion from Councillor Tilley (agenda item 14)

“This Council calls on government to listen carefully to Oxfordshire’s schools when they ask for less bureaucracy and fewer government circulars, fewer centrally-imposed targets, more flexibility in setting their own curricula and more certainty over long- term financial assets as it has done over the last 10 years.  It calls on the Leader of the Council to convey to the Secretary of State our belief that Oxfordshire’s schools are best would be better served by action which:

· Gives parents and teachers locally more say in the way schools are run 

· Improves discipline and behaviour in school, by engaging parents/carers at an early age in behaviour programmes and by empowering teachers to work more creatively with parents/carers shifting the balance of power in every classroom back in favour of the teacher

· Gets every child who is capable of doing so reading by the age of six so that every minute in the classroom thereafter is productive

· Reforms the testing regime in primary schools to reduce bureaucracy and focus on every pupil’s real needs 

· Delivers more teaching by ability which stretches the strongest and nutures the weakest  Gives support to teachers in deciding the best method of teaching children according to their different needs and abilities to ensure ALL children reach their full potential

· Reforms the schools’ inspection procedure to make it less bureaucratic 
· Ensures there is tougher more effective and more searching scrutiny of underperformance of schools by L.As.
· Champions excellence in the state sector

· Ensures funding for deprivation goes direct to pupils most in need rather than being diverted by bureaucracies

· Diverts more resources to pupils who come from disadvantaged backgrounds, ensuring they get the earliest possible opportunity to choose the best schools and enjoy the best teaching”

Amendment to Motion from Councillor Brighouse (agenda item 18) 
 

"This Council welcomes notes the support from John Goddard, Liberal Democrat leader of Oxford City Council, for a review of the Green Belt around Oxford, in the light of the intense demands for more housing from the Labour Government.”

